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Wishing Tree – a visioning tool

[image: image1]The Rowan Tree is traditionally known as the tree of vision, healing and psychic powers. It is also known as the Wicken-tree or the Tree of Life. The story of the Rowan Tree can be used as an introduction to the session itself. 
 The wishing tree is a tool which allows people to express their wishes or dreams for the future by attaching their thoughts like leaves on a tree. The tree can for example be drawn in colour on a large flip chart and the wishes written on post it notes which are then attached. People usually find it fun and an interesting, non threatening way to express their wishes. 

   Alternatively a paper mache or cardboard tree can be made which allows the tool to become more literal and participants can attach their small ‘wish’ notes to the branches of the tree. In some cases it may be possible to use a real tree without causing any damage to the tree – like when decorating a Christmas tree for example.
   This tool can be used as part of a visioning group meeting where the individual wishes can then be aggregated, clustered and discussed to find common ground and to prioritise against the vision for the future. The outputs can be used in conjunction with other visioning tools. 
   A wishing tree can also be used at a public or community event to gather the wishes or dreams of attendees. Place the ‘tree’ in a prominent position and ask people to simply write their wish and attach it to the ‘tree’ using post its or clips or tape or safety tacks for summarising and evaluation afterwards.

[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]LocalAlchem

re-inventing local economies



