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Property Search and Matching  - for empty properties
Within any Local Alchemy area clients may find it difficult to locate property to be bought or leased for their organisation. There may be many properties that are empty, derelict and available. However they may not be easy to spot or the landlord may not be easily identifiable.   
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Below are ideas and tips of how you could help to overcome some of the problems which may be experienced. Before doing any/all of the below it maybe effective to use one or two of the asset tools to provide some information to feed into this tool. A group or an individual may find it useful to work through the following steps to help.

1. A pictorial display of empty and/or derelict properties is helpful for people looking for premises. Therefore walking the streets and taking digital photo’s of properties is recommended. Creating a large display in a central building like a community centre is also a good idea. 
2. This display can be put together in streets on a blown up or drawing of the area so people can immediately see where the property or properties are.

3. Information can be gathered to make easier for people seeking property to find what they are looking for. The following is a suggestion of the type of data it would be useful to gather.

· The name and contact details of the selling/leasing agent or landlord (sometimes this is information is hard to find out and it may mean someone knocking on neighbouring doors and asking around the area to find someone that knows the landlord and can give you their contact details)

· The price or rent of the property.

· The size of the property, number of rooms, size of the rooms, the internal fittings available, the general state of the property.

· Terms and conditions of sale or lease.  

4.  All of the details can be put together into a PDF format or similar electronic document so they can be regularly updated and viewed electronically and converted to hard copy for people. It is a good idea for someone to update both the PDF and the visual display on a monthly basis.

5. Clients can either view the documentation themselves or the Local Alchemy area could operate a matching process where they take the clients requirements and find the property that best meets their needs.

6. It would be beneficial to get individuals to capture their needs as part of the coaching and other Alchemy processes particularly if clients would be open to sharing property or sub-leasing. For social enterprises this might be a way of generating income.   

7. The visual display could be made to be movable and taken to events like summer fetes so that people can add information to it if known or where new entrepreneurs can see property that is available.
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